FINAL
Wireless Broadband Alliance Launches City Wi-Fi Roaming Project
New initiative, in support of World Wi-Fi Day, connects the networks of major cities
around the world
Singapore, 23 August 2016 – The Wireless Broadband Alliance today launches the City WiFi Roaming project, part of the World Wi-Fi Day initiative to accelerate affordable wireless
connectivity around the world. The initiative allows consumers and visitors of major cities,
including New York, San Francisco, San Jose and Singapore, to automatically and securely
roam between the public Wi-Fi networks throughout August and September.
With the full backing of the Connected City Advisory Board, the City Wi-Fi Roaming project
will focus industry, policy and public attention on addressing the divide between connected
and unconnected societies. The Wireless Broadband Alliance is encouraging cities,
government bodies, fixed and mobile operators, technology vendors, internet giants and
service providers, as well as retailers, to come together to deliver connectivity to everyone,
everywhere.
The City Wi-Fi Roaming project sees dedicated participation from 20 operators offering free
Wi-Fi access to people in major cities across the world, whilst 90 organizations are
supporting the broader Word Wi-Fi Day initiative. Roaming hubs are provided by Accuris
Networks, BSG Wireless and Syniverse as well as a captive portal and Wi-Fi AAA / Hotspot
2.0 OSU solutions platform provided by GlobalReach.
The free seamless Wi-Fi Roaming service is based on Next Generation Hotspot (NGH),
Passpoint Technology based on Hotspot 2.0 Specifications, for extra security and a better
user experience. There are over 1,000 hotspots in total with 228 in downtown San Francisco,
500 across San Jose at San Jose airport, downtown and at the Congress Centre, 200 LinkNYC
Kiosks in New York and 290 on selected MRT stations and the Sentosa Island in Singapore
which is visited by 15 million people per year.
“With 4 billion people still unconnected, the greatest threat to the global economy is the
vast gap between the connected world and the non-connected world,” said Shrikant
Shenwai, CEO of the Wireless Broadband Alliance. “The Wireless Broadband Alliance has a
vision to ensure everyone can connect to the internet easily and cheaply and is encouraging
cities, governments, operators and tech giants like Facebook, Google and Microsoft to
collaborate in ensuring affordable, sustainable connectivity for all.”
Both the World Wi-Fi Day and the City Wi-Fi Roaming project are backed by the Connected
City Advisory Board (CCAB), a body which aims to deliver the vision of Connected Cities
around the world. With senior representatives from New York City, Barcelona, Dublin, San
Francisco, Singapore, San Jose, Mexico City as well as the governments of Delhi and
Philippines amongst those involved, the CCAB helps cities maximize the opportunities
presented by universal connectivity and aids in the development and execution of
Connected City plans.

“Connectivity continues to transform and improve the way we live in the world,” said
Miguel Gamino, Chief Information Officer for the City and County of San Francisco. “The
roaming partnership is San Francisco’s contribution to our communal goal of making it
easier for people to connect to Wi-Fi wherever they are around the globe. Our hope is that
more cities will join.”
Alphonso Jenkins, Deputy Commissioner for Telecommunications Planning at New York City
Department of Information Technology & Telecommunications and Co-Chair of CCAB added,
“Connected Cities have the power to improve life for citizens and develop our nations. It is
for this reason that the City of New York is making connectivity a priority and supporting
the City Wi-Fi Roaming project as we truly appreciate the profound significance that
wireless connectivity plays within our communities.”
Khoong Hock Yun, Assistant Chief Executive for Infocomm Development Authority of
Singapore, comments: “As Singapore moves towards a Smart Nation, we are looking into
ways in which we can solve big challenges and create new opportunities though technology.
Secure and pervasive connectivity will be important in this journey. Through initiatives such
as HetNet Trials and Wireless@SG, we hope to continually enhance the wireless experience
in Singapore, as well as enable the creation of innovative products and services. We are
happy to be part of the City Wi-Fi Roaming project, bringing Singapore and other cities a
step closer to realizing a world of Connected Cities to benefit our society and global
communities.”
The Wireless Broadband Alliance is supported by more than 135 leading names in the
telecoms industry, including operators and technology companies such as AT&T, BT, Cisco,
Comcast, Google, Intel, Liberty Global and Orange.
The City Wi-Fi Roaming Initiative is a supporting activity of World Wi-Fi Day, the foundation
for driving and promoting connectivity worldwide. The Wireless Broadband Alliance urges
and invites you to participate in the City Wi-Fi Roaming project. If you would like to get
involved, or support and fund projects to connect the unconnected, please email
contactus@wballiance.com.

For further information please visit: www.worldwifiday.com

###
About the Wireless Broadband Alliance
Founded in 2003, the mission of the Wireless Broadband Alliance (WBA) is to champion the
development of the converged wireless broadband ecosystem through seamless, secure
and interoperable unlicensed wireless broadband services for delivering outstanding user
experience. Building on our heritage of NGH and carrier Wi-Fi, WBA will continue to drive
and support the adoption of Next Gen Wi-Fi and other unlicensed wireless services across
the entire public Wi-Fi ecosystem, including IoT, Big Data, Converged Services, Smart
Cities, 5G, etc. Today, membership includes major fixed operators such as BT, Comcast
and Time Warner Cable; seven of the top 10 mobile operator groups (by revenue) and

leading technology companies such as Cisco, Microsoft, Huawei Technologies, Google and
Intel. WBA member operators collectively serve more than 2 billion subscribers and
operate more than 25 million hotspots globally.
The WBA Board includes AT&T, Boingo Wireless, BT, China Telecom, Cisco Systems,
Comcast, Intel, KT Corporation, Liberty Global, NTT DOCOMO, Orange and Ruckus
Wireless. For a complete list of current WBA members, please click here.
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